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Project Purpose 


�For a number of important drugs commonly used in palliative care, the manufacturer’s Patient Information Leaflets (PILs) currently inserted in packs of medicines to be taken home on discharge (TTO), do not reflect the intended use of the medicine. This is especially the case if the drug is prescribed for an indication which is outside the drug’s license, albeit a safe, effective and well established use. This can cause considerable patient anxiety, confusion, concern and misunderstanding and at worst, can result in non-compliance to the prescribed medicine regimen. ��We have undertaken a project to develop supplementary PILs explaining any unlicensed use of the medication they have been prescribed to take home on discharge from the hospice. ��Project design 


�Multidisciplinary PILs Project Group undertook development work. Patient Panel reviewed drafts supplementary PILs for clarity, plain English. usefulness etc. �Developed drafts finally reviewed and revised by multidisciplinary ‘expert panel’ of senior clinicians and then formally approved for use by Hospice Governance Group. ��Outcome & Conclusion 


�Supplementary PILs produced for issue with any hospice take home dispensed medication used outside of its product license. Licensed product PILs issued also in addition, in accordance with legal requirement. �Patients better informed and PILs very well received. 


Transferability of concept - the supplementary PILs could be used in any similar palliative care scenario.











